The effect of apheresis on adhesion molecules.
The adhesion molecules on the leukocytes and the endothelial cells mediate interaction between their cells. The plasma levels of soluble adhesion molecules increase in patients with ischemic heart disease, atherosclerotic aortic disease. Hypercholesterolemia is one of risk factors for atherosclerosis, and it is considered that the expression of adhesion molecules in endothelial cells is related to the development of atherosclerosis. Low-density lipoprotein (LDL) apheresis has been applied to patients with hypercholesterolemia. LDL apheresis may have an effect on adhesion molecules in patients with hypercholesterolemia.